Dr. Priti Ranjan

H. O. D history department

H. D jain college, ara

Introduction

Ziauddin Barani (1285-1357 CE) was one of the most prominent historians of
the Delhi Sultanate period.
He served in the courts of Alauddin Khalji and Muhammad bin Tughlagq.
His major works are:

1. Tarikh-i-Firoz Shahi (History of Firoz Shah’s time)

2. Fatwa-i-Jahandari (Political treatise)
Barani combined history, politics, and ethics, giving a unique insight into the
medieval Indian mindset.

1. Moral and Didactic Purpose

Barani believed history should teach moral and political lessons.

He viewed history as a guide for rulers — to rule according to justice and divine
law (sharia).

For him, history was not just a record of events but a means to moral
improvement and governance.

2. Theological and Islamic Orientation

His writings were deeply influenced by Islamic theology.
He interpreted events according to the will of God and the principles of Islam.
He often divided rulers into two types:
o ldeallslamic rulers (who follow sharia)
o Worldly rulers (who seek power and luxury)
This reflects his religious and moral approach to history.



3. Political Philosophy and Statecraft

e Fatwa-i-Jahandari discusses the principles of kingship and administration.

o Barani emphasized that a king must be guided by both religion and reason.

¢ He proposed a hierarchical social order where Muslims should dominate
political life.

¢ He believed that a strong, moral, and religious ruler could ensure social stability.

4. Realism and Observation

e Although religious, Barani was also a keen observer of political realities.

¢ He understood the complexities of court politics, corruption, and administrative
issues.

e His descriptions of the Delhi Sultanate are vivid and based on personal
experience.

Hence, his history blends realism with idealism.

5. Critical Evaluation of Rulers

« Barani was not afraid to criticize rulers for injustice or impiety.

¢ He praised Alauddin Khalji for strong administration but criticized him for
harshness.

¢ He condemned Muhammad bin Tughlaq for cruelty and impractical reforms.

e This critical spirit makes him one of the first analytical historians of medieval
India.

6. Historical Method and Style

« Baranifollowed chronological narration and tried to connect events logically.

e His language was Persian, rich and ornate but also analytical.

¢ He used cause-and-effect reasoning, showing awareness of historical process.
e His method shows an early move towards rational history writing.

7. Limitations

e His writings are biased toward the Muslim elite; he ighored the common people
and Hindus.

¢ Hisreligious orthodoxy sometimes overshadowed factual accuracy.

o Despite this, his works remain invaluable for understanding the political and
moral thought of the Delhi Sultanate.

Conclusion

Barani was not just a chronicler but a philosopher-historian.

He viewed history as a mirror of morality, a guide for rulers, and a reflection
of divine justice.

His blend of religion, politics, and ethics gives his writings a distinctive place



in Indian historiography.
Thus, he represents the Islamic-moralistic school of medieval Indian
historiography.



